C.  THE EASTERN QUESTION

i.   A BRIEF EXPLANATION

THE "Eastern Question" may be said to have arisen with the
appearance of the Ottoman Turks in Europe, and to have
become a sort of perennial diplomatic crossword puzzle as
they receded ; that is to say when the void was being filled
by the re-emergence of those Christian Nations and Peoples
which the Turks had conquered if not absorbed within the
Turkish Empire.   This process, which was regulated, assisted,
or hindered by the interventions and activities of the European
Great Powers interested in the fate of Turkey, affected the
relations of these renascent States with each other, com-
plicated the relations of the Powers, and raised a number of
most complex problems, the solution of which became a
predominant activity of the various European Chancelleries.
The government of the Ottoman Empire, which was a
highly centralised theocratic autocracy had been since 1876
in the hands of the Sultan, Abdul Hamid II,   He has the
reputation of having been the craftiest and the most san-
guinary of all the Sultans of the Ottoman Empire and his
rule was among the longest.   Turkey had been granted a
Constitution under his predecessor Murad, but this was
promptly dispensed with by Abdul Hamid, whose astute
diplomacy usually proved successful in playing the Powers
off against each other.   The Ottoman Turks were really
aristocratic nomads who, despising the "infidel," had never
been able and had probably not desired to assimilate their
Christian subject races within their Empire.   Aad it has been
said that the object of their conquests was probably booty,
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